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Warning!!!
To all suppliers and potential suppliers of goods to 

the Government Printing Works

The Government Printing Works would like to warn members of the public  
against an organised syndicate(s) scamming unsuspecting members of the  
public and claiming to act on behalf of the Government Printing Works.

One of the ways in which the syndicate operates is by requesting quotations for  
various goods and services on a quotation form with the logo of the  
Government Printing Works. Once the official order is placed the syndicate  
requesting upfront payment before delivery will take place. Once the upfront  
payment is done the syndicate do not deliver the goods and service provider  
then expect payment from Government Printing Works.

Government Printing Works condemns such illegal activities and encourages  
service providers to confirm the legitimacy of purchase orders with GPW SCM, prior to 
processing and delivery of goods.

To confirm the legitimacy of purchase orders, please contact:

 Renny Chetty 
 Renny.Chetty@gpw.gov.za 
 (012) 748-6375

 Anna-Marie du Toit 
 Anna-Marie.DuToit@gpw.gov.za 
 (012) 748-6292

 Siraj Rizvi 
 Siraj.Rizvi@gpw.gov.za 
 (012) 748-6380
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Die sluitingstyd is stiptelik 15:00 op die volgende dae:

The closing time is 15:00 sharp on the following days:

GOVERNMENT NOTICES, GENERAL NOTICES, 
REGULATION NOTICES AND PROCLAMATIONS

GOEWERMENTS-, ALGEMENE- & REGULASIE- 
KENNISGEWINGS ASOOK PROKLAMASIES

Closing times   PRIOR TO PUBLIC HOLIDAYS  for

Sluitingstye VOOR VAKANSIEDAE  vir

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

16 March, Wednesday for the issue of Thursday 24 March 2016

23 March, Wednesday for the issue of Friday 1 April 2016

21 April, Thursday for the issue of Friday  29 April 2016

28 April, Thursday for the issue of Friday 6 May 2016

9 June, Thursday for the issue of Friday 17 June 2016

4 August, Thursday for the issue of Friday 12 August 2016

8 December, Thursday for the issue of Thursday 15 December 2016

22 December, Thursday for the issue of Friday 30 December 2016

29 December, Thursday for the issue of Friday 6 January 2017

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

➤

16 Maart, Woensdag vir die uitgawe van Donderdag 24 April 2016

23 Maart, Woensdag vir die uitgawe van Vrydag 1 April 2016

21 April, Donderdag vir die uitgawe van Vrydag 29 April 2016

28 April, Donderdag vir die uitgawe van Vrydag 6 Mei 2016

9 Junie, Donderdag vir die uitgawe van Vrydag 17 Junie 2016

4 Augustus, Donderdag vir die uitgawe van Vrydag 12 Augustus 2016

8 Desember, Donderdag vir die uitgawe van Donderdag 15  Desember 2016

22 Desember, Donderdag vir die uitgawe van Vrydag 30 Desember 2016

29 Desember, Donderdag vir die uitgawe van Vrydag 6 Januarie 2017

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT

BELANGRIKE AANKONDIGING
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LIST OF TARIFF RATES
FOR PUBLICATION OF NOTICES

COMMENCEMENT: 1 APRIL 2016

NATIONAL AND PROVINCIAL
Notice sizes for National, Provincial & Tender gazettes 1/4, 2/4, 3/4, 4/4 per page. Notices submitted will be charged 
at R1000 per full page, pro-rated based on the above categories.

Pricing for National, Provincial - Variable Priced Notices

Notice Type Page Space New Price (R)

Ordinary National, Provincial 1/4 - Quarter Page 250.00

Ordinary National, Provincial 2/4 - Half Page 500.00

Ordinary National, Provincial 3/4 - Three Quarter Page 750.00

Ordinary National, Provincial 4/4 - Full Page 1000.00

EXTRA-ORDINARY
All Extra-ordinary National and Provincial gazette notices are non-standard notices and attract a variable price based 
on the number of pages submitted.
The pricing structure for National and Provincial notices which are submitted as Extra ordinary submissions will 
be charged at R3000 per page.
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS - BUSINESS RULES

The Government Printing Works (GPW) has established rules for submitting notices in line with its 
electronic notice processing system, which requires the use of electronic Adobe Forms.  Please ensure 
that you adhere to these guidelines when completing and submitting your notice submission.

Closing Times for ACCepTAnCe of noTiCes

1. The Government Gazette and Government Tender Bulletin are weekly publications that are published on 
Fridays and the closing time for the acceptance of notices is strictly applied according to the scheduled time 
for each gazette.   

2. Please refer to the Submission Notice Deadline schedule in the table below. This schedule is also published 
online on the Government Printing works website www.gpwonline.co.za

 All re-submissions will be subject to the standard cut-off times.  
All notices received after the closing time will be rejected.

Government Gazette Type Publication 
Frequency Publication Date Submission Deadline Cancellations  Deadline

National Gazette Weekly Friday Friday 15h00 for next Friday Tuesday, 12h00 - 3 days 
prior to publication

Regulation Gazette Weekly Friday Friday 15h00, to be published 
the following Friday

Tuesday, 12h00 - 3 days 
prior to publication

Petrol Price Gazette As required First Wednesday of 
the month

One week before publication 3 days prior to 
publication

Road Carrier Permits Weekly Friday Thursday 15h00, to be 
published the following Friday

3 days prior to 
publication

Unclaimed Monies (justice, 
labour or lawyers)

January / As 
required 
2 per year

Any 15 January / As required 3 days prior to 
publication

Parliament (acts, white paper, 
green paper)

As required Any 3 days prior to 
publication

Manuals As required Any None None

State of Budget  
(National Treasury)

Monthly Any 7 days prior to publication 3 days prior to 
publication

Legal Gazettes A, B and C Weekly Friday One week before publication Tuesday, 12h00 - 3 days 
prior to publication

Tender Bulletin Weekly Friday Friday 15h00 for next Friday Tuesday, 12h00 - 3 days 
prior to publication

Gauteng Weekly Wednesday Two weeks before publication 3 days after submission 
deadline

Eastern Cape Weekly Monday One week before publication 3 days prior to 
publication

Northern Cape Weekly Monday One week before publication 3 days prior to 
publication

North West Weekly Tuesday One week before publication 3 days prior to 
publication

KwaZulu-Natal Weekly Thursday One week before publication 3 days prior to 
publication

Limpopo Weekly Friday One week before publication 3 days prior to 
publication

Mpumalanga Weekly Friday One week before publication 3 days prior to 
publication

Gauteng Liquor License 
Gazette

Monthly Wednesday before 
the First Friday of the 
month

Two weeks before publication 3 days after submission 
deadline

Northern Cape Liquor License 
Gazette

Monthly First Friday of the  
month

Two weeks before publication 3 days after submission 
deadline

National Liquor License Gazette Monthly First Friday of the  
month

Two weeks before publication 3 days after submission 
deadline

Mpumalanga Liquor License 
Gazette

2 per month Second & Fourth 
Friday

One week before 3 days prior to 
publication
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS - BUSINESS RULES

 
noTiCe submission proCess

3. Download the latest Adobe form, for the relevant notice to be placed, from  the Government Printing Works 
website www.gpwonline.co.za. 

4. The Adobe form needs to be completed electronically using Adobe Acrobat / Acrobat Reader. Only 
electronically completed Adobe forms will be accepted. No printed, handwritten and/or scanned  Adobe forms 
will be accepted. 

5. The completed electronic Adobe form has to be submitted via email to submit.egazette@gpw.gov.za. The form 
needs to be submitted in its original electronic Adobe format to enable the system to extract the completed 
information from the form for placement in the publication. 

6. Each notice submission should be sent as a single email. The email should contain all documentation 
relating to a particular notice submission, each as a separate attachment:

6.1. Electronically completed Adobe form, specific to the type of notice that is to be placed. 

6.1.1. For National Government Gazette or Provincial Gazette notices, the notices must be  
accompanied by an electronic Z95 or Z95Prov Adobe form

6.1.2. The notice content (body copy) MUST be a separate attachment.

6.2. Proof of Payment / Purchase Order: Government Printing Works account customer must include a 
copy of their Purchase Order. Non-Government Printing Works account customer needs to submit the 
proof of payment for the notice

6.3. Where separate notice content is applicable (Z95, Z95 Prov and TForm 3, it should also be attached as 
a separate attachment. (See specifications below, point 11). 

6.4. Any additional notice information if applicable. 

7. The electronic Adobe form will be taken as the primary source for the notice information to be published. 
Instructions that are on the email body or covering letter that contradicts the notice form content will not  be 
considered. The information submitted on the electronic Adobe form will be published as-is. 

8. To avoid duplicated publication of the same notice and double billing, Please submit your notice ONLY ONCE.

9. Notices brought to GPW by “walk-in” customers on electronic media can only be submitted in Adobe electronic 
form format. All “walk-in” customers with notices that are not on electronic Adobe forms will be routed to the 
Contact Centre where they will be assisted to complete the forms in the required format. 

10. Should a customer submit a bulk submission of hard copy notices delivered by a messenger on behalf of any 
organisation e.g. newspaper publisher,  the messenger will be referred back to the sender as the submission 
does not adhere to the submission rules.
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS - BUSINESS RULES

 
Copy (sepArATe noTiCe ConTenT DoCumenT)

11. Where the copy is part of a separate attachment document for Z95, Z95Prov and TForm03

11.1. Copy of notices must be supplied in a separate document and may not constitute part of 
any covering letter, purchase order, proof of payment or other attached documents.  
 
The content document should contain only one notice. (You may include the different translations of the 
same notice in the same document).

11.2. The notice should be set on an A4 page, with margins and fonts set as follows:   
 
Page size = A4 Portrait with page margins: Top = 40mm, LH/RH = 16mm, Bottom = 40mm;   
Use font size: Arial or Helvetica 10pt with 11pt line spacing;  
 
Page size = A4 Landscape with page margins: Top = 16mm, LH/RH = 40mm, Bottom = 16mm;   
Use font size: Arial or Helvetica 10pt with 11pt line spacing;

 
CAnCellATions

12. Cancellation of notice submissions are accepted by GPW according to the deadlines stated in the table 
above  in point 2. Non-compliance to these deadlines will result in your request being failed. Please pay 
special attention to the different deadlines for each gazette. Please note that any notices cancelled after the 
cancellation deadline will be published and charged at full cost.

13. Requests for cancellation must be sent by the original sender of the notice and must accompanied by the 
relevant notice reference number (N-) in the email body.

 
AmenDmenTs To noTiCes

14. With effect from 01 October 2015, GPW will not longer accept amendments to notices. The cancellation 
process will need to be followed according to the deadline and a new notice submitted thereafter for the next 
available publication date.

 
rejeCTions

15. All notices not meeting the submission rules will be rejected to the customer to be corrected and resubmitted. 
Assistance will be available through the Contact Centre should help be required when completing the forms. 
(012-748 6200 or email info.egazette@gpw.gov.za). Reasons for rejections include the following: 

15.1. Incorrectly completed forms and notices submitted in the wrong format, will be rejected. 

15.2. Any notice submissions not on the correct Adobe electronic form, will be rejected.

15.3. Any notice submissions not accompanied by the proof of payment / purchase order  will be rejected and 
the notice will not be processed.

15.4. Any submissions or re-submissions that miss the submission cut-off times will be rejected to the  
customer. The Notice needs to be re-submitted with a new publication date.
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS - BUSINESS RULES

 
ApprovAl of noTiCes

16. Any notices other than legal notices are subject to the approval of the Government Printer, who may refuse 
acceptance or further publication of any notice. 

17. No amendments will be accepted in respect to separate notice content that was sent with a Z95 or Z95Prov 
notice submissions. The copy of notice in layout format (previously known as proof-out) is only provided 
where requested, for Advertiser to see the notice in final Gazette layout. Should they find that the information 
submitted was incorrect, they should request for a notice cancellation and resubmit the corrected notice, 
subject to standard submission deadlines. The cancellation is also subject to the stages in the publishing 
process, i.e. If cancellation is received when production (printing process) has commenced, then the notice 
cannot be cancelled.

 
governmenT prinTer inDemnifieD AgAinsT liAbiliTy    

18. The Government Printer will assume no liability in respect of— 

18.1. any delay in the publication of a notice or publication of such notice on any date other than that stipulated 
by the advertiser; 

18.2. erroneous classification of a notice, or the placement of such notice in any  section or under any heading  
other than the section or heading stipulated by the advertiser;

18.3.  any editing, revision, omission, typographical errors or errors resulting from faint or indistinct copy.

 
liAbiliTy of ADverTiser

19. Advertisers will be held liable for any compensation and costs arising from any action which may be instituted 
against the Government Printer in consequence of the publication of any notice.

 
CusTomer inquiries

 Many of our customers request immediate feedback/confirmation of notice placement in the gazette from our Contact 
Centre once they have submitted their notice – While GPW deems it one of their highest priorities and responsibilities 
to provide customers with this requested feedback and the best service at all times, we are only able to do so once 
we have started processing your notice submission. 

 GPW has a 2-working day turnaround time for processing notices received according to the business rules and 
deadline submissions.

 Please keep this in mind when making inquiries about your notice submission at the Contact Centre.

20. Requests for information, quotations and inquiries must be sent to the Contact Centre ONLY. 

21. Requests for Quotations (RFQs) should be received by the Contact Centre at least 2 working days before the 
submission deadline for that specific publication.
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GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS - BUSINESS RULES

 
pAymenT of CosT

22. The Request for Quotation for placement of the notice should be sent to the Gazette Contact Centre as  
indicated above, prior to submission of notice for advertising.

23. Payment should then be made, or Purchase Order prepared based on the received quotation, prior to  the 
submission of the notice for advertising as these documents i.e. proof of payment or Purchase order will be 
required as part of the notice submission, as indicated earlier. 

24. Where there is any doubt about the cost of publication of a notice, and in the case of copy, an enquiry, 
accompanied  by  the  relevant  copy,  should be addressed to the Gazette Contact Centre, Government 
Printing Works, Private Bag X85, Pretoria, 0001 email: info.egazette@gpw.gov.za before publication.

25. Overpayment resulting from miscalculation on the part of the advertiser of the cost of publication of a notice 
will not be refunded, unless the advertiser furnishes adequate reasons why such miscalculation occurred. In 
the event of underpayments, the difference will be recovered from the advertiser, and future notice(s) will not 
be published until such time as the full cost of such publication has been duly paid in cash or electronic funds 
transfer into the Government Printing Works banking account.

26. In the event of a notice being cancelled, a refund will be made only if no cost regarding the placing of the notice 
has been incurred by the Government Printing Works.

27. The Government Printing Works reserves the right to levy an additional charge in cases where notices, the 
cost of which has been calculated in accordance with the List of Fixed Tariff Rates, are subsequently found to 
be excessively lengthy or to  contain overmuch or complicated tabulation.

 
proof of publiCATion

28. Copies of any of the Government Gazette or Provincial Gazette can be downloaded from the Government 
Printing Works website www.gpwonline.co.za free of charge, should a proof of publication be required.

29. Printed copies may be ordered from the Publications department at the ruling price. The Government Printing 
Works will assume no liability for any failure to post or for any delay in despatching of such Government 
Gazette(s).

Physical Address: Postal Address: GPW Banking Details:

Government Printing Works Private Bag X85 Bank: ABSA Bosman Street

149 Bosman Street Pretoria Account No.: 405 7114 016

Pretoria 0001 Branch Code: 632-005

For Gazette and Notice submissions: Gazette Submissions: E-mail: submit.egazette@gpw.gov.za

For queries and quotations, contact: Gazette Contact Centre: E-mail: info.egazette@gpw.gov.za

Tel: 012-748 6200

Contact person for subscribers: Mrs M. Toka: E-mail: subscriptions@gpw.gov.za

Tel: 012-748-6066 / 6060 / 6058

Fax: 012-323-9574

GOVERNMENT PRINTING WORKS CONTACT INFORMATION
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Government notices • GoewermentskennisGewinGs

Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, Department of/ Landbou, Bosbou en Visserye, Departement van

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE, FORESTRY AND FISHERIES

NO. R. 911   12 AUGUST 2016
R. 911 Agricultural Product Standards Act (199/1990): Regulations relating to the grading, packing and marking of apples intended for sale in the Republic of South Africa  40204

 
 
 

AGRICULTURAL PRODUCT STANDARDS ACT, 1990 
(ACT No. 119 OF 1990) 

 
REGULATIONS RELATING TO THE GRADING, PACKING AND MARKING OF APPLES INTENDED 

FOR SALE IN THE REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 
 
The Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries has, under section 15 of the Agricultural Product 
Standards Act, 1990 (Act No. 119 of 1990) -- 
 

(a) made the regulations in the Schedule; 
 

(b) determined that the said regulations shall come into operation on date of publication; and 
 
(c) read together with section 3(2) of the said Act, repealed the regulations published by 

Government Notice No. R. 725 of 17 June 2016 with effect from the date of commencement. 
 

SCHEDULE 
 
Definitions 
 
1. In these regulations, unless inconsistent with the text, any word or expression to which a meaning 
has been assigned in the Act, shall have a corresponding meaning, and -- 
 
"apple" means the fruit of the cultivars which are grown from the species Malus sylvestris and Malus 

niedzwetzkyana;  
 
"Arthropoda" means any stage in the life cycle of an invertebrate member of the Animal Kingdom that is 

bilaterally symmetrical with a segmented body, with jointed limbs that are paired and a chitinous 
external skeleton; 

 
"bitter pit" means a physiological state characterized by light yellow discoloured spots with darkbrown corky 

layer; 
 
"blemish" means any external defect on the surface of the apples which detrimentally affects the appearance 

of the apples; 
 
"bruise" means any indentation or discoloration directly under the skin; 
 
"calcium spot" means small dark brown spots visible on the lenticels of the apple; 
 
"cold damage" means any damage caused by low temperatures, excluding superficial cold storage scald; 
 
"consignment" means -- 
 

(a) a quantity of apples of the same cultivar, belonging to the same owner, and delivered at the 
same time under cover of the same delivery note, consignment note or receipt note, or 
delivered by the same vehicle; or  

 
(b) in the case of a quantity of apples that is divided into different cultivars, classes, counts, 

count groups, pallet loads, trademarks or types of packaging, every quantity of each of the 
different cultivars, classes, counts, pallet loads, trademarks or types of packaging; 
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"container" means the immediate package in which apples are packed directly and outer packages in which 

prepacked units are packed;  
 
 
 
"core rot" means -- 
 
 (a) progressive core rot (wet) that extends into the flesh of the apple or non-progressive core rot 

(dry) which extends more than 10 millimetres into the flesh of the apple;  and 
 
 (b) non-progressive core rot (dry) which doesn't extends more than 10 millimetres into the flesh 

of the apple; 
 
"count" means the number of apples packed into a container; 
 
"decay" means a state of decomposition, fungus development excluding stem, internal insect infestation or 

internal insect damage with signs of tissue collapse or insect excrement, which detrimentally affects 
the quality of the apple; 

 
"diameter" means the largest section measured at right angles to the longitudinal axis of the apple; 
 
"foreign matter" means any material or substance not normally present in, on or between the apples;  
 
“Fusicladium” means black spots, initially velvety becoming corky in texture; 
 
"hail marks" means marks which have been caused by hail, which have healed completely or become 

callused and which exceed 2 millimetres in depth; 
 
"Injury" means any wound which exposes the flesh, with the exception of such wounds which have healed 

completely or have become callused or skin punctures; 
 
"inspector" means an officer under the control of the Executive Officer or an Assignee or a qualified 

employee of an Assignee; 
 
"prepacked unit" means any single packing unit for presentation such as to the consumer consisting of 

apples and the packaging into which the apples were put before being offered for sale; 
 
"the Act" means the Agricultural Product Standards Act, 1990 (Act No. 119 of 1990); 
 
"weight" means mass in grams measured on a calibrated balance; and 
 
"well-formed" means that the apples have a shape which is normally typical of the cultivar concerned. 

 
 

PART I 
 

Control over the sale of apples 
 
2. (1) No person shall sell apples in the Republic of South Africa other than imported apples 
referred to in subregulation (3) -- 
 

(a) unless the apples are sold according to the classes referred to in regulation 3; 
 

(b) unless the apples comply with the standards for apples regarding quality referred to in 
regulation 4; 

 
(c) unless such apples are packed in a container and in accordance with the packing 

requirements as set out in regulations 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, and 10; and 
 

(d)  unless such apples are marked with the particulars and in the manner prescribed in 
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regulation 11. 
 
 (2) Apples sold by vendors in streets (excluding retailers and supermarkets) and other public 
places are excluded from the provisions in subregulation 2(1). 
 

(3) Imported apples may be exempted from the provisions of subregulation 2(1):  Provided that 
the apples -- 

(a) comply with either the Codex, UNECE (United Nations Economic Commission for 
Europe) or OECD (Organisation for Economic Co-operation and Development) 
standards; and 

 
(b) according to bilateral agreement accompanied by certificate issued by a relevant 

government authority responsible for quality control of fresh fruit and vegetables and 
in which it is certified that the quality of the apples as verified through inspection 
conforms to the relevant standard.  

 
(4) The Executive Officer may grant written exemption, entirely or partially, to any person on 

such conditions as he or she deems necessary, from the provisions of subregulation 2(1). 
 

QUALITY STANDARDS 
 
Classes for apples 
 
3. There are three classes of apples, namely Class 1, Class 2 and Lowest Class. 
 
Standards for apples 
 
4. (1)  Apples shall comply with the specifications set out in Tables 1, 2, 3, 4, 5 and 6. 
 
 (2) No consignment of apples “Class 1”, “Class 2” or “Lowest Class” shall contain -- 
 

(a) any organisms which may be a source of danger to the human being; and 
 
(b) Arthropoda infestation including the organisms which according to paragraph (a) do 

not form part of plant injurious organisms, excluding organisms which may be a 
source of danger to the human being, on more than 3% of the apples or three free 
live Arthropoda per pallet load or part thereof in the consignment:  Provided that it 
does not exceed a maximum of one Arthropoda per container. 

 
 

PART II 
 

PACKING REQUIREMENTS  
 
Requirements for containers 
 
5. Containers in which apples are packed shall -- 
 

(1) be clean, dry, undamaged and suitable; 
 

(2) not impart a foreign taste or odour to the apples; 
 

(3) be free from any visible sign of fungus growth; 
 

(4) be free from Arthropoda infestation; and 
 

(5) be strong and rigid enough to ensure that the original shape be retained and not 
bulge out, dent in, break or tear, to the extent that apples are damaged or are at risk 
of being damaged, during normal storage, handling or transport. 

 
Packing requirements 
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6. (1) Only apples of the same quality, cultivar, ripeness and size shall be packed together in the 

same container. 
  

 (2) Each container shall be packed firmly and to capacity. 
 

(3) Apples shall be sized by diameter or weight:  Provided that sizing shall be optional in the 
case of Class 2 and Lowest Class apples. 

              (4) If apples are packed in prepacked units, such units shall be packed in a suitable manner in  
an outer container:  Provided that the prepacked units are clean, dry, undamaged and 
suitable. 

 
Packing material 
 
7. If packing material is used inside the containers, such packing material shall be clean, dry, odourless 
and of a quality such as to avoid causing any external or internal damage to the apples. 
 
Stacking of containers on pallets 
 
8. If containers containing apples are palletised -- 
 

(1) the pallet shall be clean, undamaged and suitable; 
 

(2) the containers shall be stacked firmly and square with each other and the pallet; 
 
(3) only containers of the same dimensions shall be stacked in the same layer on the pallet; and 
 
(4) the containers shall not be stacked upside-down on the pallet. 
 

Strapping of the pallet loads 
 
9. A pallet load of containers shall be strapped in a suitable manner. 
  
Provisions concerning presentation 
 
10. The contents of each package must be uniform and contain only apples of the same origin, variety, 
quality and size (if sized) and the same degree of ripeness. The visible part of the contents of the package 
must be representative of the entire contents except for mixed sizes and varieties. 
 

MARKING REQUIREMENTS  
 
11. (1) Each container containing apples, shall be marked clearly, indelibly, legibly and neatly on any 
short or long side of the lid or container, where lids are not used, by printing, stamping or by means of 
specially designed labels with the following particulars:  Provided that all particulars shall be grouped on the 
same side. 
 

(a) The expression "Apples". 
 
(b) The appropriate cultivar/variety (optional). 

 
(c) The applicable minimum and maximum diameter or weight:  Provided that it -- 
 

(aa) may be replaced with the applicable count, preceded by the expression 
"Count", in the case of apples packed in layers; or 

 
(bb) shall be replaced with the applicable minimum diameter or weight followed 

by the expression "and over", in the case of Class 2 or Lowest Class apples 
which are not sized. 

 
(d) The appropriate class in accordance with regulation 3. 
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(e) The name and physical or postal address of the producer or owner of the contents of 
the container. 

 
(f) The country of origin:  Provided that no abbreviations or the expression "South Africa" 

on its own shall be used e.g. "Produce of South Africa", "Produced in South Africa", or 
any other similar expression. 

(g) The applicable date of packing/date code or international recognised code (optional). 
 

(2) Subject to the provisions of subregulation 11(1), each outer container and bulk container 
containing prepacked units shall be marked with an indication of the total number of prepacked units per outer 
container:  Provided that if the total number of prepacked units is visible from the outside, it does not have to 
be indicated on the outer container.  
 
Prohibition of false or misleading description for products  
 
12.        No person shall use any name, word, expression, reference, particulars or indication in any manner, 
either by itself or in conjunction with any other verbal, written, printed, illustrated or visual material, in 
connection with the sale of a product in a manner that conveys or creates or is likely to convey or create a 
false or misleading impression as to the nature, substance, quality or other properties, or the class or grade, 
origin, identity or manner or place of production, of that product. 
 
Display 
 
13. (1) If apples in containers for sale are being displayed, such container shall be placed in such a 
manner to ensure that the prescribed markings on the containers or labels, as the case may be, are clearly 
visible. 
 
 (2) If apples are displayed for sale other than in containers, -- 
 

(a) any quantity thereof of a particular class, size group or cultivar, as the case may be, 
shall not be so displayed mixed with apples of any other class, size group or cultivar;  
and 

 
(b) the class and cultivar of such quantity of apples shall be displayed in clear legible 

block letters on a notice board prominently placed at such quantity of apples. 
 

 
PART III 

 
SAMPLING PROCEDURES 

 
Obtaining a sample of the consignment 
 
14. At least two percent of the containers in a consignment shall be drawn at random for inspection 
purposes and an inspector shall be satisfied that the containers so drawn are representative of the 
consignment concerned. 
 
Obtaining an inspection sample 
 
15. An inspection sample shall be drawn from each container obtained in accordance with regulation 14 
and shall, in the case of -- 
 

(1) containers with 50 apples or less, consist of the entire contents of the container; or 
 
(2) containers with more than 50 apples, consist of 50 apples drawn at random from the 

container. 
 
Deviating sample 
 
16. If an inspector should notice during the process of drawing the random sample or during the 
inspection, that some of the containers derived from any part of the pallet load, truck load or consignment, 
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contain apples which are noticeably inferior to or differ from the contents of containers which represent the 
remainder of the pallet load, truck load or consignment, the inspection result shall only be based on the 
containers derived from the deviating portion of the pallet load, truck load or consignment, and further 
samples required for inspection shall be drawn from this deviating portion. 
 

 
METHODS OF INSPECTION 

 
Determination of the external appearance, condition and size 
 
17. For the purpose of analysis in respect of external appearance, condition and size, the whole sample 
drawn in accordance with regulation 15, shall be used. 
 
Determination of uniformity in size 
 
18. The uniformity in size of apples in the same container is determined by: 
 

(1) Selecting the 10 apples from the sample drawn in regulation 15 which prominently displays 
the greatest difference in diameter. 

 
(2) Tabulating the diameter of the 10 apples in one millimetre grading. 

 
(3) If three or more apples per any count in a sample of 10 apples drawn, do not comply with the 

variation in diameter, the count or counts shall be deemed not to be suitable.  
 
Determination of internal quality defects including core rot 
 
19. The internal quality defects of apples shall be determined by selecting 10 apples in the sample drawn 
in terms of regulation 15, which in the opinion of the inspector are those most likely to have been affected and 
by bisecting them on their equatorial axes and calculating the number of such apples affected, as a 
percentage of the total number of apples selected.  
 
Determination of minimum ripeness 
 
20. The minimum ripeness for apples shall be determined as follows: 
 

(1) Take as working sample 10 apples at random from the inspection sample obtained in 
accordance with regulation 15. 

 
(2) Cover the cut surface of one half of each of the 10 bisected apples evenly with an iodine 

solution of one percent. 
 

(3) Leave the apple halves for at least one minute before the results are recorded. 
 

(4) Determine the percentage surface of each of the apple halves which did not turn black in 
colour. 
 

(5) Add up the percentage obtained from all the apple halves and divide the figure by the 
number of readings. 
 

(6) Compare the results obtained in subregulation (4) with the minimum requirements in Table 3 
for the particular cultivar. 
 

(7) The inspection sample shall be regarded as mature if the starch content of the apples at 
least complies with the minimum average percentage starch conversion for the cultivar 
concerned as set out in Table 3. 

 
 

Determination of minimum diameter  
 
21. The minimum diameter of apples shall be determined by using a suitable apparatus with  
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              round openings of which the diameter coincides with the minimum diameter prescribed in  
             Table 1	  as follows: 
 

 (1) Take as working sample the apples that noticeably appear to be the smallest in 
diameter from the inspection sample obtained in accordance with regulation 15. 

 
(2) Place the apples of the cultivar concerned gently, one after the other, with their stems 

facing upwards on the corresponding opening of the suitable apparatus with round 
openings. 

 
(3) If an apple falls through the prescribed size of the opening through the action of its 

own gravity, the apple is deemed to be too small. 
 
(4) Calculate the number of apples thus found to be too small as a percentage of the total 

number of apples in the inspection sample. 
 
Determination of minimum and maximum weight 
 
22. The minimum weight of apples shall be determined by using a suitable calibrated balance as follows: 
 

(1) Take as working sample the apples that noticeably appear to be the smallest/largest 
from the inspection sample obtained in accordance with regulation 15. 

 
(2) Place each apple of the working sample gently, individually one after the other, on the 

suitable calibrated balance. 
 
(3) If an apple weighs less than the prescribed minimum weight, the apple is deemed to 

be too small. 
 
(4) Calculate the number of apples thus found to be too small/large as a percentage of 

the total number of apples in the inspection sample. 
 

Determination of over-maturity/overripeness 
 
23. Overripeness of all apple cultivars in a consignment shall be determined with a handheld 
             penetrometer or a penetrometer mounted on a drill stand with a plunger of 11,2 millimeter in  
             diameter	  as follows: 

 
(1) Take as working sample 10 apples at random from the inspection sample obtained in 

accordance with regulation 15:  Provided that such apples shall be free from defects 
such as sunburn and pests or disease damage, which may have affected the normal 
ripening process. 

 
(2) Remove a thin slice of skin from opposite sides of each apple. 
 
(3) Hold the apple firm with one hand:  Provided that if a handheld penetrometer is used, 

your hand should rest on a rigid surface. 
 
(4) Zero the penetrometer and place the plunger head of 11,2 millimeter in diameter on 

the spot where the skin was removed. 
 

(5) Apply steady downward pressure on the penetrometer until the plunger has 
penetrated the flesh of the apple up to the depth mark of the plunger. 

 
(6) Remove the plunger and note the reading on the penetrometer, to one decimal. 
 
(7) Repeat the process on the opposite slide of the same apple after first zeroing the 

penetrometer. 
 
(8) Calculate the average of the two pressure readings of each apple. 
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(9) The apples shall not be regarded as overripe, if they comply with the minimum 
pressure readings for the cultivar concerned as set out in Table 4. 

 
 
 
 

OFFENCE AND PENALTIES 
 
24. Any person who contravenes or fails to comply with the provisions of these regulations, shall be guilty 
of an offence and may upon conviction be liable to a fine or to imprisonment in terms of section 11 of the 
Agricultural Product Standards Act, 1990 (Act No. 119 of 1990). 
 
 

TABLE 1: QUALITY STANDARDS 
 

Quality factor Class 1 Class 2 Lowest Class 
 
(a) Appearance 
 

 
Sound and attractive 
according to cultivar’s 
requirements 
 
 

 
Sound and fairly 
attractive and true to 
cultivar’s 
requirements 

 
- 

(b) Shape 
 

Well-formed according to 
cultivar’s requirements 
 

- - 

(c) Colour (all 
cultivars) 

 

As set out in Table 5 
 

As set out in Table 6 
 

- 

(d) Minimum 
weight/diameter 
 

80 g or 54 mm  
 

80 g or 54 mm  
 

- 

(e) Maturity 
 

As set out in Table 3 
 

As set out in Table 3 
 

- 

(f) Bruises 
 

Larger than 20 mm in 
diameter or which has a 
surface area larger than 
400 mm²:  Provided that 
no apple may have a 
bruise larger than 28 mm 
in diameter 
 

Larger than 25 mm in 
diameter or which has 
a surface area larger 
than 500 mm²:  
Provided that no 
apple may have a 
bruise larger than 35 
mm in diameter 
 

- 

(g) Blemishes 
 

Less than 250 mm² 
 

Less than 300 mm² 
 

- 

(h) Sunburn  
 

As set out in Table 5 As set out in Table 6 - 

(i) Russeting  
 

As set out in Table 5 As set out in Table 6 - 

(j) Core rot 
 
          (i) progressive core 
   
              rot 
 
          (ii) non-progressive 
                 core rot 
 

 
 
May not deviate to the 
extent set out in Table 2 
 
 
May not deviate to the 
extent set out in Table 2 

 
 
May not deviate to the 
extent set out in Table 
2 
 
May not deviate to the 
extent set out in Table 
2 
 

 
 
May not deviate to 
the extent set out 
in Table 2 
 
May not deviate to 
the extent set out 
in Table 2 
 

(k) Bitter pit or 
Chocolate spot 

 

May not deviate to the 
extent set out in Table 2 
 

May not deviate to the 
extent set out in Table 
2 

May not deviate to 
the extent set out 
in Table 2 
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(l) Foreign matter 
 

May not deviate to the 
extent set out in Table 2 
 

May not deviate to the 
extent set out in Table 
2 
 

- 

(m) Any other exter-
nal or internal 
quality defect 

 

May not deviate to the 
extent set out in Table 2 
 

May not deviate to the 
extent set out in Table 
2 
 

- 

(n) Hail marks - 
Isolated and 
scattered 

 

As set out in Table 5 As set out in Table 6 - 

(o) Calcium spot 
 
(p) Fusicladium  
 
(q) Humps (single or 

multiple) 

As set out in Table 5 
 
50mm² 
 
3mm in height with a 
50mm (square mm) 

As set out in Table 6 
 
100mm² 
 
5mm in height with a 
100mm (square mm) 

- 
 
- 
 
- 

- No applicable quality standards. 
 

TABLE 2: MAXIMUM PERMISSIBLE DEVIATIONS BY NUMBER 
 

Quality factor Class 1 Class 2 Lowest Class 
    
(a) Decay:  
 

(i)    Decomposition or 
fungus 
development 

 
(ii) Internal insect 

damage 
 

 
 

2% 
 
 
 

2% 
 

 
 

4% 
 
 
 

4% 

 
 

12% 
 
 
 

12% 

(b) Core rot 
 
            (i) Progressive core 

rot or bitter pit, 
lenticell pit 
individually and 
cold damage 

 
 (ii) Non-progressive 

core rot 
 

 
 

6% 
 
 
 
 
 

10% 

 
 

10% 
 
 
 
 
 

15% 

 
 

20% 
 
 
 
 
 

30% 

(c) Internal breakdown, 
cold damage, or 
unspecified internal 
quality defects, 
individually 

 

4% 6% 20% 

(d) Visible spray residue 
 

3% 6% 6% 

(e) Injuries  
 
 

6% 8% 20% 

(f) Blemishes  
 

10% 15% - 

(g) Bruises  
 

10% 15% - 

(h) Deviations in (a), (b), 10% 15% 20% 
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(c) and (d) collectively 
of this table:  Provided 
that such deviations 
shall individually be 
within the specified 
limits 

 
(i) Minimum weight/ 

diameter 
 

10% 15% - 

(j) Colour 
 
(k) Foreign matter  
 
(l) Any other external or 

internal quality defects 
 
(m) Immature fruit/over 

mature fruit 
 
(n) Deviation for the 

above (f), (g), (h), (i), 
(j), (k) and (l) 
collectively of this 
table:  Provided that 
such deviations shall 
individually be within 
the specified limits. 

 

20% 
 

10% 
 

10% 
 
 

2% 
 
 

20% 

30% 
 

15% 
 

15% 
 
 

2% 
 

 
30% 

- 
 
- 
 
 
- 
 
- 
 
 
- 

 
 

 

- No applicable quality standards. 
 

 
TABLE 3: MINIMUM RIPENESS: THE IODINE TEST  

 
 

Cultivar/ Variety 
Minimum average percentage starch 
conversion (% white) 

 
(a) Red Delicious and mutants (e.g. Oregon Spur, 

Starking, Starkrimson, Starkspur, Topred), 
Caudle (CameoTM) 

 

 
8% 

(b) African Red (African CarmineTM), Braeburn, 
Mahana Red, Fuji, Fuji Brak (KIKU®) Honeycrisp 
(Honeycrunch®), Cripps Pink, Rosy Glow (Pink 
Lady®), Fiesta, Gala, Golden Delicious, 
Panorama Golden, Tenroy (Royal Gala®), 
Olsentwo Gala (Pacific GalaTM), Corder Gala, 
Royal Beaut 

 

15% 

(c) Granny Smith, Mariri Red, Cripps Red (Joya®), 
Scifresh (Jazz®) 

 

20% 

(d) Any other cultivar not mentioned 20% 
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TABLE 4: OVERRIPENESS STANDARDS 
 

Cultivar/Variety Minimum average 
pressure in kg per 
sample of 10 fruit 
  

Maximum number of fruit 
per working sample 
allowed beneath the 
minimum pressure 

(a) UEB32642 (Opal®), Scifresh 
(Jazz®) 

 

7,0 2 

(b) Nicogreen (Greenstar®) 
 

6,5 2 

(c) Cripps Pink (Pink Lady®), Rosy 
Glow(Pink Lady®), Cripps Red 
(Joya®) 

 

6,3 2 

(d) Braeburn Nicoter (Kanzi®), Cripps 
Pink, Cripps Red, Mahana Red, 
Mariri Red 

 

5,9 2 

(e) Honeycrisp (Honeycrunch®) 
 

4 
 

2 

(f) African Red (African CarmineTM), 
Nicogreen 

 

5,5 2 

(g) Fuji Brak (KIKU®), Caudle 
(CameoTM), Corder Gala, Gala, 
Red Delicious and mutants (e.g. 
Early Red One, Oregon Spur, 
Starking, Starkrimson, Starkspur, 
Topred), Olsentwo Gala (Pacific 
GalaTM), Tenroy (Royal Gala®), 
Royal Beaut, Granny Smith 

 
(h) Fiesta, Fuji, Golden Delicious 

 
(i) Any other cultivar not mentioned  

5,4 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

5,0 
 

5.0 

2 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

2 
 

2 
 

® Indicates a registered trademark 
TM Indicates a trademark 
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TABLE 5: ILLUSTRATIONS APPLICABLE TO APPLES:  CLASS 1 

 
Colour 
Chart No. 

Quality factor Cultivar/Variety Standard 

A.19 Calcium spot All cultivars Maximum colour print no. 5 
A.20 Sunburn Golden Delicious, 

UEB32642 (Opal®) 
Maximum colour print no. 6 
 

A.27 Colour Jonathan Minimum colour print no. 2 
A.28 Colour Golden Delicious, 

Panorama Golden, Fiesta, 
Nicogreen (Greenstar®), 
UEB32642 (Opal®) 

Maximum colour print no. 7 
 

A.29 Hail marks – scattered All cultivars Maximum colour print no. 5 
A.30 Hail marks – isolated All cultivars Maximum colour print no. 5 
A.31 Stem-end russeting All red cultivars Maximum colour print no. 10 
A.33 Sunburn Granny Smith Maximum colour print no. 7 
A.34 Colour Starking (Starking 

Delicious, Stark Delicious), 
Royal Beaut 

Maximum colour print no. 9 

A.34 Colour Red Delicious 30% colour 
A.35 Colour Topred, Early Red One, 

Oregon Spur, Romeo 
Minimum colour print no. 11 
on the worst coloured side 

A.36  Colour Starkrimson 
 
 
Splendour 

Minimum colour print no. 8 
on both sides 
 
Minimum colour print no. 11 
on one side 

A.37 Retiform russeting  All cultivars Maximum colour print no. 6 if 
present on both sides and 
no. 8 if present on one side 

A.38 Colour Granny Smith Maximum colour print no. 7 
A.40 Stem-end russeting Granny Smith Maximum colour print no. 11 

A.42 Colour Tenroy (Royal Gala®) 50% of the fruit must have 
red colouring 

A.42 Colour  Gala 10% of the fruit must have 
red colouring 

A.43 Stem-end russeting Golden Delicious/Blushed 
Golden, UEB32642 (Opal®) 
 

Maximum colour print no. 10: 
 Provided that moustache 
shaped stem end russet is 
allowed as long as total 
surface does not exceed 
photo 10 and the moustache 
shaped russet should not 
exceed more than 20mm 
down the side of the apple if 
viewed from the side 

 Colour Braeburn, Fuji, Cripps' 
Pink, Honeycrisp 
(Honeycrunch®) 

10% colour 

 Colour Cripps Red 25% colour 
Pink Lady® Sunburn Cripps Pink Maximum colour print no. 5 
Pink Lady® Sunburn 

 
Cripps Red 5/Maximum colour print no. 5 
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TABLE 6: ILLUSTRATIONS APPLICABLE TO APPLES:  CLASS 2 

 
Colour 

Chart No. 
Quality factor Cultivar/Variety  Standard 

A.19 Calcium spot All cultivars Maximum colour print no. 6 
A.20 Sunburn Golden Delicious/Blushed 

Golden, UEB32642 (Opal®) 
Maximum colour print no. 7 
 

A.28 Colour Golden Delicious, Panorama 
Golden, Fiesta, Nicogreen 
(Greenstar®), UEB32642 
(Opal®) 

- 
 

A.29 Hail marks – scattered All cultivars Maximum colour print no. 7 
A.30 Hail marks – isolated All cultivars Maximum colour print no. 6 
A.31 Stem-end russeting All red cultivars Maximum colour print no. 12 
A.33 Sunburn Granny Smith - 
A.34 Colour Starking (Starking Delicious, 

Stark Delicious), Royal Beaut 
Maximum colour print no.9 
 

 Colour Red Delicious 30% colour 
A.35 Colour Topred, Early Red One, 

Oregon Spur, Romeo 
Minimum colour print no. 11 
on the worst coloured side 

A.36  Colour Starkrimson 
 
 
Splendour 

Minimum colour print no. 8 
on both sides 
 
Minimum colour print no. 11 
on one side 

A.37 Retiform russeting  All cultivars Maximum colour print no. 7 if 
present on both side and no. 
9 if present on one side 

A.38 Colour Granny Smith - 
A.40 Stem-end russeting Granny Smith Maximum colour print no. 12 
A.42 Colour Tenroy (Royal Gala®) 50% of the fruit must have 

red colouring 
A. 42 Colour  Gala  - 
A.43 Stem-end russeting Golden Delicious, 

UEB32642 (Opal®) 
 

Maximum colour print no. 12: 
 Provided that moustache 
shaped stem end russet is 
allowed as long as total 
surface does not exceed 
photo 12 and the moustache 
shaped russet should not 
exceed more than 25mm 
down the side of the apple if 
viewed from the side 

 Colour Braeburn, Cripps' Pink, Fuji, 
Honeycrisp (Honeycrunch®) 

12% colour 
 

 Colour Cripps Red 25% colour 
Pink Lady® Sunburn Cripps Pink Maximum colour print no. 5 
Pink Lady® Sunburn Cripps Red Maximum colour print no. 5 
 Colour Scifresh (Jazz®) Minimum 40% bright 

orange/red fleck over 
background colour. Stripe 
must be visible 

- No applicable quality standards. 
 

 
 
 
 
 



5% 10% 20%

25% 30% 40%

60% 70% 80%
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PART IV 
STARCH CONVERSION CHART 
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Warning!!!
To all suppliers and potential suppliers of goods to the  

Government Printing Works

The Government Printing Works would like to warn members of the public  

against an organised syndicate(s) scamming unsuspecting members of the  

public and claiming to act on behalf of the Government Printing Works.

One of the ways in which the syndicate operates is by requesting quotations for  

various goods and services on a quotation form with the logo of the  

Government Printing Works. Once the official order is placed the syndicate  

requesting upfront payment before delivery will take place. Once the upfront  

payment is done the syndicate do not deliver the goods and service provider  

then expect payment from Government Printing Works.

Government Printing Works condemns such illegal activities and encourages  

service providers to confirm the legitimacy of purchase orders with GPW SCM, 

prior to processing and delivery of goods.

To confirm the legitimacy of purchase orders, please contact:

 Renny Chetty (012) 748-6375 (Renny.Chetty@gpw.gov.za),

 Anna-Marie du Toit (012) 748-6292 (Anna-Marie.DuToit@gpw.gov.za) and

 Siraj Rizvi (012) 748-6380 (Siraj.Rizvi@gpw.gov.za)
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